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Welcome to Darlene Paul’s Pharmacy

One of our 2015 graduates, Miss. Darlene Paul, received her license to practice nursing by the
government of Haiti in early 2016. Unfortunately, she has not been able to find work as a nurse. She
applied for a loan with Fonkoze and was granted one to start a Pharmacy in Pignon, Haiti. Nurse
Darlene Paul is now the proud working owner of this Pharmacy. We at The Friends of Haiti Inc. are
very proud of her.
Fonkoze is a family of organizations that work together to provide the financial and non-financial
services to empower Haitians—primarily women—to lift their families out of poverty. (Story
continued page 4)
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A letter from President, Joe Provost

CHRISTMAS IN THE FALL

I am so happy at this time of the year, because TFOHI has a chance to bring food down to Haiti
so the future nurses and doctors in our program will have food to eat for Christmas. Without
the generous support of a lot of people, this would not happen.
The process begins like this; first a letter is sent to St. Thomas More Catholic Church (STM),
attention Mr. Ken Rosania, asking permission to be listed along with the other charities who
are also requesting to be part of their “Christmas in the Fall” wish program. This needs to be
done in July/August of each year. The collection of the angels that identify the charities and
what they would like, are posted for three weeks in October. Our request is always food, such
as dry beans, rice, instant potatoes etc. These are items that can easily be transported to Haiti.
We then pick up the food from STM at the end of the month of October. Between the request
to participate and the actual picking up of the food, I am busy contacting my good friends
Elaine and Bill Van Ooyen, and requesting from them used large suitcases, to transport the
food to Haiti. Bill has other contacts like Mr. Bishop who will find these suitcases and pass
them on to Bill and he then gives them to me. Now I must find volunteers to go to Haiti with
me and bring the suitcases that are full of food. Because of my many trips to Haiti with Delta
Airlines, they allow my group to each check in 3 suitcases per person with a weight of up to 70
pounds. We have 14 students that will get a portion of food from STM. All the beautifully
wrapped packages will have to be opened so each student will get the same items in their
suitcase.
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This year’s volunteers going to Haiti beside me are Daniel Danknick, Dr. Lucson Charles and
Christla Pierre. I will be making all the arrangement for travel, hotel stay, meals, and airport
transfer. The cost per person to go to Haiti is approximately $1600.00 each, and paid for by
the person travelling. We will all leave from Las Vegas, and hope the suitcases travel along
with us. The Delta Flight leaves at 7:30 PM and we will arrive in Haiti 2:30 PM the next day, we
might be tired when we get there but it will be worth the trouble when we see the smiles on
the student’s faces.

Christmas Angels

Truck Filled with Food Packages

Table Containing the Food to Distribute
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(Continued from Page 1)
Fonkoze is a word in creole that Haitian women identify with as “help with a money loan”
The Fonkoze Family of 3 organizations: Fonkoze Financial Services (Sèvis Finansye Fonkoze (SFF), S.A.), The Fonkoze
Foundation (Fondasyon Kole Zepòl) and Fonkoze USA. Fonkoze Financial Services (SFF): is a Haitian microfinance
company with a double bottom line: we aim to lift families and communities out of poverty while operating in a
financially self‐sustaining manner.
This long-standing organization primarily helps Haitian women by loaning money to them, so they can start a business
with low interest. The person needing the loan presents Fonkoze a business plan and promises to re-pay the loan within
one year. They do not lend to men, because women are more honest and hardworking, and the organization has had
statistically much better success with women. The maximum amount that a business woman can borrow is $100.00. Did
I say that is a micro loan? Yes, and they have had good exposure in the past as a business helping organization.

Our former scholarship student, Miss. Darlene Paul, has a license to practice nursing, given by the government of Haiti.
However, she has not been able to find work. She graduated in 2015 and did everything to find a job in her chosen field
and was willing to re-locate if needed, but no job was available. She travelled all the way to Cap Haitian, met up with
another charity from New Hampshire to seek employment, but that did not work out.
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After several meetings with their organization planners over a period of one year, the organization concluded that they
did not need a full-time nurse for their 100 plus students learning electronics. Haiti has an unemployment rate of 80%,
with a population growth of 250,000 new births each year. Nurse Darlene was promised a job in “Grand Boularge” Haiti
where some 450 school age children go to school. This location was where 15 people were killed by a truck that was
going uphill, lost it brakes, and rolled back down the hill causing injuries and death to many. There was a lot of talk
about hiring two full time nurses to take care of the children and any emergencies that would happen there. Nurse
Darlene was one of the chosen nurses, but that project did not materialize. They thought it better if they sent a doctor
from Port Au Prince to check in on the school.
Nurse Paul is not a person to get discouraged. She had applied for a loan with Fonkoze and was granted one to start a
Pharmacy in Pignon, Haiti. She started the one room Pharmacy with advertising sign, pictured on page 4. She went on to
build shelves and stock the shelves. She not only sells medication, but also treats patients, using her skills as a nurse. To
the start of this project in September 2017, to its completion at the end of October, Nurse Darlene Paul is the proud
working owner of this Pharmacy. We at The Friends of Haiti Inc. are very proud of her.
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The Caribbean Island have been hit very hard this year with “Hurricanes”, and the continuation
of storms may not be over. Our interest in Haiti continues to be to help the poor. We select
the poorest of the poor and offer them a chance to become doctors or nurses to help them
treat their own people where there is so much sickness.

Haitian women ask for worm medicine all the time because their children frequently have
worms. Jean, the baby in this picture, had vomited over 70 long white worms out of his mouth
and nose over the course of 3 days before his mom brought him into clinic. He also had been
febrile for one week, and at 28 months of age only weighs 14 lbs. Most likely, this baby has
Askari’s, which is chance type of roundworm. It has a migratory pattern through the lungs and
into the digestive tract. Askari’s worms can be 15 inches long. Can you imagine the alarm of a
mother from the States if her child coughed up a long white worm or dozens of long-fighting
disease in Haiti?
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Officials in Haiti are using “mass drug administration” to fight a parasitic infection that can cause permanent swelling.

Three patients of Luccene Desir, director of the Center of Research for Filariasis in Haiti, display their legs
affected by elephantiasis at a hospital in Leogane, south of Port-au-Prince, Haiti, in May. Left to right are
Amise Placide, Poline Guerrier and Mimose Louissant. The doctor's patients come from the locale of Leogane,
where research has shown that 40 percent of the population suffers from this malady spread by mosquitoes. It
can live in the body for many years before developing into a permanent swelling. Maggie Steber/For The
Washington Post
There are approximately 3,200 types of parasites. They can invade the body through food and water intake or
through an insect that transmits the parasite like a mosquito or a fly. Parasites live in or on other organisms
from which it obtains nutrients to live and frequently harms the organism in the process.
Above is an example of some of the problems Haiti faces daily and why the need for nurses and doctors.
Currently our program has graduated 2 doctors and 9 nurses. All of them have pledge to stay in Haiti for a
minimum of five years. The hurricane the Caribbean has been hit with and the rain increases the number of
parasites in Haiti. Please help our charity, The Friends of Haiti Inc., 2520 Mesa Verde Terrace, Henderson, NV
89074 with your donation so we can continue our work.
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Would You Like to Go to Haiti?

We go to Haiti two to three times a year and we stay at a place called “Mon Chez Moi”
which is a bed and breakfast place with air condition, hot water and a large swimming pool.
They serve two meals a day for their guests, a full breakfast and a full supper, with your
choice of beverages. Alcoholic beverages are available but are not free.
What we will do in Haiti is visit our students who are studying to become nurses, and
doctors, to check on their wellbeing, and see where and how our students live. We will also
visit the school and meet the director of Nursing, Madam Thimothee. We will try to visit a
hospital that delivers babies for the whole area. The hospital was built in 1947. It was
originally built by the United States as a gift to the Haitian people and this hospital is still
used today. Other destinations will be determined as the need arises.
The cost per person for a trip to Haiti is $1,600.00. This will cover your first-class flight from
Las Vegas, NV, to Port Au Prince, Haiti. On this flight, you will be responsible for 3 check bags
that we will be bringing to Haiti for the welfare of the students. Your return trip back to your
destination will be in coach and will be covered. All your meals and Hotel accommodation
at Mon Chez Moi, will also be covered. Your airport transfers to and from the Hotel in Haiti
is also covered. The cost will also cover some touring and visiting. You will not be charged
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for car rental, car insurance, but we may ask for a gas donation if we go many places in Haiti
because gas is $5.00 per gallon.
What is not covered is your entrance into the country (which currently is $10), tips for
luggage handling, alcoholic drinks, meals and drinks outside of the hotel, entrance fees at
memorials, gifts you may want to purchase and miscellaneous purchases. If we decide to go
to Pignon, Haiti, you will be responsible for any hotel stays in Pignon. The trip to Pignon will
not be necessary for you, but if there is a need for me to go there and you want to go with
me, then you will need your money to pay for the additional costs.
You will need to have a valid passport to travel outside of the United States. You need to
have a current tetanus shot, one within the last 10 years, for your protection. You may also
want to talk to your doctor who may recommend additional shots or medications, specific to
your needs while travelling in Haiti. Once you have decided to go to Haiti, more instructions
will be given, as to what to wear, what to bring, and what not to bring.
This trip to Haiti will change your life and give you a new perspective on the poverty there.
You may discover how blessed you are living in the United States. It will make you
appreciate what you have, and give you a better understanding of what it means to help
those who have very little in the way of material possessions, but have a lot to give in the
way of love, appreciation, and friendship.
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If this sounds like something that would interest you, contact Joe Provost by phone or text to 702-561-4119
or email your questions to joecool057@aol.com.
Help Us Make a Difference!
100% of all your donations go to the scholarship fund.
Administrative expenses are separately funded.
For as little as $10.00 Per Month or $100 Per Year
You can become a member of The Friends of Haiti Inc.
With your tax-deductible donation, you will receive a certificate of membership and will also receive our
semi-annual newsletter.
Your Name______________________________________
Address________________________________________
________________________________________
E-Mail Address_________________________________
Phone Number__________________________________
Please send your check or money order to:
The Friends of Haiti, Inc.
2520 Mesa Verde Terrace
Henderson, NV 89074
We Also Accept PayPal
Help Us Make a Difference!
Visit Us Online
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